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can-Charles Boissel was born inlo Lhe
world of wine in Lhe v illage ol Vougeol,
Burgundy, France. His lifelong passion lor
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the cellars and within view ol the cenluries-
el vinevards of Chiteaw du Clos de
Vougeol, Lhe epicenler and birthplace of

Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.

His parenls, Jean-Claude and Claudine,
[ounded Lhe family winery in 1961 with an
inmovalive and entreprencurial spiril in one
of the mosl traditional winegrowing regions
i e world, 'l'|::|.Lf.', Lhe I'.'Jmi]y. collection
includes wineries Lhal share more than 20

centuries of combined winemaking heritage
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and tradilion in some of the world's moslt
prestigious Llerroirs, [rom Burgundy Lo Lhe
South of France, to Calilornia’s Napa Valley
and Russian River Valley.

Jean-Charles leads the Tamily Tirm wilth
passionale commitment Lo fine wine, history,
qualily and a deep respect [or Lhe
environment. He implemented organic and
Biodynamic farming al all of the Lamily's
eslale vinevards in Burgundy and California.
Together wilth his sister Nalhalie, he crealed
Domaine de la Vougeraie, uniling the
Lamily's Burgundy vinevards, including
presligious monopoles such as the Vougeol
ler Cru Clos Blane de Vougeol — planted in
110 by the Cistercian monks, inlo one of
Burgundy’s leading domaines.



He instituled  the concepl of  "vinicultewr”,
redefining  the company’s  Lraditional role Lo
encompass a close and aclive inlerest in all
aspects of  winegrowing Lo ensure  premium
quality  and sustainable Tarming  practices. He
reflashioned and elevated the Tamilv's Tounding
winery bearing his lalher’s name — Jean-Claude
Boissel — inlo a premier boulique vigneron in
Lhe Coles de Nuils.

In 2003 Jean-Charles  brought  Deloach
Vinevards, a pioncering producer of Pinol Noir,
Chardonnay and Zinfande! in Sonoma’s Russian
Hiver Valley, into the lamily collection. He
immedialely  recogmized  the  similarilies 1o
Burgundy: cach boast a conflluence of river,
mountains, and soil thal is perlect for growing
world-class Pinol Noir. He began a mission,
imspired by his Burgundian herilage o produce
Lerroir-driven wines with the same commilment
Lo berroir and organic and Biodyvnamic larming he
had instituted in Burgundy.

In 2000 Jean-Charles” quest for  California
wineries wilh a sense ol history, herilage and a
ploncering spirit led him lo Ravmond Vinevards
in lhe Napa Vallev, where live generalions ol
Family winemaking anchors it Lo the carliest davs
of the Napa Valley., Under his vision, Raymond
has become a leading producer of luxury [ine
wines, implemented organic and  Biodynamic
Farming on its 150 acre Rutherford & S0 Helena
estale vinevards, and become among the most
dynamic  winery  destinalions  in California,
arning “Winery of the Year™ honors from Wine
Enthusiast magazine.

In 2011, Jean-Charles’ dream ol championing
Calilornia wine history became a reality when
Buena Vista Winery, Calilornia’s firsl premium
winery founded in 1857, became a part of Boissel
Collection.

Jean-Charles  conlinued to grow the Boissel
Collection with the imroduction of JCB tasting
lounges in St Helena (2011): al The Ritz-Carlton,
San  Francisco (2005 Younlville  (2016),

ncluding the épicerie Alelier Fine Foods: the JCR
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Salon  Prive in Yountville  (2017): and  in
Healdsburg (2008). Jean-Charles continued  his
legacy of pioncering innovations in 2008 with the
introduction of JCB Spirits, luxury vodkas and gin
distilled from Burgundy wine made from Pinol
Noir and Chardonnay thal includes the lirst-ever
caviar-infused and trulMe-inlused vodkas,

In 2005 Jean-Charles and Ravmond Vinevards
parlnered with Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, Tony and
Golden Globe-award winning singer. songwriter,
humanilarian and philanthropist John Legend Lo
create the LVE: Legend Vinevard Exclusive
collection of wines, which number six  and
counling,  As  a  world-renowned  singer,
somgwriler and performer, John Legend's passion
[ i|1ri]:ih|1g memorable moments led him Lo
become devoled Lo another arl form, thal of
".".'in:.'m:'ﬂ-.'ing. The Fulrlnur'-dlip has du".'l.'lupn.':l into
a [riendship, with Jean-Charles  and  John
frr:qlli:nﬂ'_'.' :Llll_'mli]'ug ach  olher’s  evenls,
including several privale concerls given by John
both in Napa Valley and the Los Angeles area.



In 20089 Boissel Collection acquired Oakville
Grocery, with the nearly 40-vear-old Magship
localion in Ouakville in Napa Valley (the oldest
continually operating grocery in Calilornia, A
Viclorian house dating (rom 1874 also sils on the
Oakville  property, which  Jean-Charles  has
lumed into Oakville Wine Merchanl, a lounge
leaturing 3 wines by the glass and 350 by the
boltle, as well as the 1881 Napa Valley Wine
Histery Museum. Visitors can enjov wines [rom
Napa Vallev's linest producers while perusing
Lhe first-of-its-kind in Napa Valley collection of
relics related 1o the wine trade, winemaking,
viticulture and cooperage as well as many of
Jean-Charles’  anlique  decanlers. In o addilion,
uests learn about the various sub-appellations

ol Napa Valley through displavs and by Lasting
wines from those varied regions.

Healizing his love afTair with Rutherford, Boissel
purchased  Elizabeth  Spencer  al - Rutherford
Cross in December 2021, where he erealed the
Kalhleen  Thompson  Hill  Kilchen  Memories

Collection.

Jean-Charkes Bodsset in Teguila for Casa Obsidiana

Jean-Charles has expanded from the world of
wine and spirits o include a lifestvle vision: he
has created namesake collections [or jewelry,
candles, perfume and the JCB Passion Collection
by Baccarat — the first glassware line the
historic French crvstal company has ever done
wilh a vinlner. In addition, the JCB oflerings
include home accessories thal exemplily the JCH
world of hospitality and entertaining.

He debuled The Alchemy ol the Senses, an
inimitable “wine” book thal speaks nol only of
Ltannins  and  barrels, bul  also emolions  and
fanlasics, hope and imagination.  Jean-Charles
crealed the Alchemy ol the Senses book as an
experiential vovage through vour dreams, vour
emolions, yvour senses, and vour passions—all
inspired by wine! The book is an opportunily Lo
expericnce Lhe limilless dimensions of wine. 1L
was his second book, lollowing Passion for Wine
in collaboration with Marnice Old,

Baissel conlinued his commilment Lo Calilornia
history with the acquisition of the Calistoga
Depod, which underwent more than three vears of
renovalion before ils full grand opening in the
Spring of 2024, Al the same lime, the Calistoga
Depot Distillery unvelled a portfolio of hand-
crafled spirits inspired by the legacy of the
Calistoga Depol and its founder Sam Brannan.
Boissel continued his creation ol luxury spirils
with the debutl of Casa Obsidiana tequila with the
Beckmann-Gonzalez Tamily in 2024, Wilth Casa
Obsidiana, Jean=-Charles sets [orth a vision of the
wine and luxury worlds cenlered on Tamily,
passion, history, innovation and a commitment Lo
sustainability, Decanter magazine has included
him on its “Power List™ of the 50 mosl important
people in the wine world cach vear ol ils
publicalion since 2000: in March 2008, he

received  the  Meininger's  International Wine
Entreprencur of the Year: and in December 20008,
he was named “Innovalor of the Year™ by Wine
Enthusiast. The French-American  Foundation
awarded him their first-ever French-American
Partnership Award in 2013, bestowed upon an
extraordinary individual or organization that has
conlribuled Lo creating a strong and enduring



French-American partnership in business, government or academia. Haule Living named him o the Haute
List San Francisco, recognizing the 100 most influential people in the San Francisco Bay Arca. He was
honored with the 2014 Jefferson Award by the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arls, wl:ri-::h celebrates the
museum’s historical connection Lo wine. Also in 2004, JFK University in Emnmd named ]em'l-i.'.‘hrk:s and
his wife Gina Gallo its “Entrepreneurs of the "lear

2015 Jean-Charles was named an Honorary Co-Chair of thal vear’s Sonoma Harvest Wine Auction,
wl'lh:l'l broke all records by raising a staggering $4.5 million. In March 2017, Jean-Charles and Gina
received the Mondavi Food & Wine award Roberl Mondavi Wine & Food award by ‘The Collins College
of Hospitality Management in honor of their vision and leadership Lo advance the wine induslry.

In May 2019 Jean-Charles accepled the Wine Country Business of the Year French American Business
Award from the French American Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco. Wine Enthusiast Magazine
named Jean-Charles its “*Person of the Year”™ in the fall of 20024.
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